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Graduate Women International
Board of Directors Meeting
18 May 2026, 6 am CEST
Meeting held on Zoom
Minutes
Meeting called to order 6:05 pm CEST. 
Present: Pat Patton (President), Meera Bondre, Shirley Gillett, Joy Hurst, Lynne Kent, Gisele Scanlon, Ujwala Shinde, Saskia Voortman, Stacy Dry Lara (Executive Director)
Minute taker: Pat Patton
1. Agenda: Addition of report on the meeting of the Executive Director with the South Africa Association of Women Graduates as part of the ED report; Fundraising Committee Convenor approval; and defer item 7e (i) VP Legal & Governance report.
Motion: Joy Hurst; Second: Saskia Voortman. That the Agenda be approved with additions. 
CARRIED
2. Conflict of Interest: None declared
3. Minutes: Approval of the Minutes of 21 April 2026.
     Motion: Joy Hurst; Second: Saskia Voortman. That the Minutes of 21 April 2026 be approved as circulated.
	CARRIED             
4. Standing Reports 
a.  President Report: Pat Patton submitted her written report highlighting completion of the GWI Connects: NFA Regional Discussions held in March and April 2026 and preparation for the follow up What We Heard NFA Regional Discussion on 3 June 2026 and the next step in the discussion with GWI-NL and VVAO is to wait for a proposal following the upcoming VVAO Annual meeting. No questions or discussion raised. 

b. Executive Director Report: Stacy Dry Lara submitted her written Executive Director report and noted that she had attended a large number of meetings over the month including a number of GWI committee meetings and discussion meetings on GWI planning items, coordination and preparation for the revision to the GWI website, release of two GWI Update newsletters, preparation and coordination of the vote on the 35th Triennial GA Minutes 21-23 May, preparation of the flyer at the 6-month notice period for the NFA Annual Meeting to be held 28 October 2026, GWI financial reporting, 


collating and preparation of the GWI delegates CSW report, and facilitating a GWI-wide conversation with CFUW on Peatlands protection. She also prepared for and attended and a number of UN Agency meetings, notably the Office of the UN High Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR) on Child Marriage for which a GWI submission was prepared, the United Nations reform consultation related to the UN80 reform recommendations, and the Human Rights Council reform meeting.
South Africa Association of Women Graduates: this NFA is undergoing a leadership transition due to the unexpected death of the President. 
Motion: Saskia Voortman; Second: Gisele Scanlon: to move to an in camera meeting.
CARRIED
Motion: Gisele Scanlon; Second: Saskia Voortman: to move out of the in camera meeting.
CARRIED
Stacy will follow up with the NFA to request additional information in order that GWI can assist where possible. 

5. Business Arising
a. Committee Appointments-
Motion: Ujwala Shinde; Second: Joy Hurst: to appoint Eleni Tabua (Fiji) as a member of the Hegg Hoffet Committee, fulfilling the young member requirement.
CARRIED
Motion: Lynne Kent; Second: Shirley Gillett: to appoint Malvi Segovia (Paraguay) as the Convenor of the Fundraising Committee.
CARRIED
Membership Committee appointment: the interview of the potential Independent Member as the young member candidate will be held in the next week with recommendation to the Board to follow. 
b. Appointment of VP Marketing
Board members will continue to review this position for appointment. 







6. 	New Business
a. Strategic Plan
Board members made a number of positive points about the revised Strategic Plan and took time to review specific sections for final revisions. After discussion it was decided that Board members would review the document with changes a final time and meet again for approval before the upcoming What We Heard NFA Regional
Discussion on the 3 June in order that it can be discussed with NFAs. The Treasurer and VPs will each make a short presentation in this meeting regarding their strategic goals and activities for the Triennium. 

b. NFA Regional Discussion What We Heard Report
The draft What We Heard Report was reviewed and finalized and Stacy will create a visually appealing document for release before the 3 June NFA Regional Discussion. 
Stacy noted that there will also be a “Summer Series” of releases of information on NFA projects and initiatives from the Triennial Report.

c. Young Member Network
A request has been received from the President of the YMN, Sudha Srivistava, regarding the structure of the YMN. It was agreed that a meeting will be held with them to share with them the GWI Strategic Plan 2025-2028 and understand their experience as a member of the YMN, their interface with their NFAs, their involvement with GWI and priorities in relation to interaction with GWI. 
Pat Patton will write to Sudha with the invitation to meet. 

d. GWI Updates and Infographics
A brief discussion was held on these documents which are released to all NFAs and members on the GWI email list. Board members confirmed that they are received. 

e. VP Reports
i. VP Legal and Governance-Joy Hurst
Code of Conduct and Independent Members on Committees – deferred to the next meeting. 
ii. VP Education-Shirley Gillett
Shirley noted that the EduComm webinar will be held 22 June 2026 to explore the goal of understanding diversity. The title of the webinar is: Diversity and Education: Meet the EDUCOM 



7. Other Business
No other business was raised. 

8. Next meeting: Monday 15 June 2026 at 6 pm CEST.
9. Meeting adjourned at 9:19 am CEST.
Minutes taken by Pat Patton
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