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GWI Legacy of Peace: Promoting Peace through Education

A bit of history: Graduate Women International (GWI) was founded in 1919 in the
aftermath of World War |, in response to widespread devastation and a determination to
prevent future conflict. In 1918, Dean Virginia Gildersleeve, Professor Caroline Spurgeon,
and Rose Sidgwick envisioned a global network of university women committed to
international understanding and peace through education. This vision led to the creation
of the International Federation of University Women (IFUW), now known as GWI.

From its inception, GWI has brought together graduate women across national
boundaries to advance women'’s rights and equality through access to education at the
highest levels. More than a century later, GWI continues to uphold this mission,
recognizing education as central to peace, participation, and women'’s leadership.

GWI Holds 35th Triennial General Assembly (GA)
and Conference in Lusaka, Zambia

The GA elected a new Board of Officers: President , Canadian Federation
of University Women (CFUW); Vice President Advocacy , Irish Federation of
University Women; Vice President Education , Graduate Women New
Zealand; Vice President Fundraising CFUW; Vice President Legal &
Governance CFUW; Vice President Marketing )

Asociacion de Mujeres Universitarias de El Salvador; Vice President Membership
Indian Federation of University Women (IFUWA); Vice President Projects

, IFUWA; and Treasurer Graduate Women International
Netherlands (GWI-NL).
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https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/GWI-Resolutions-2025-08.25.2025-FINAL_V-SDL.pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/GWI-Resolutions-2025-08.25.2025-FINAL_V-SDL.pdf
http://www.graduatewomen.org/

GWI Membership

v Successfully onboarded 7 independent members from Maintained
National Federations and Associations (NFAS) in

v Facilitated on issues vital
to women and girls, including topics aligned with the International Day of
Education and the International Day of Persons with Disabilities.

Membership Marketplace continued the successful
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Organized
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GWI affiliates in celebrated , respectively, and

v welcomed its newest National Association in

GWI at the United Nations (UN)

GWI actively participated in three Human Rights Councils (Geneva),
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), Economic and Social Council, 16
High-Level Political Forum, Commission for Social Development, 1'3“ ‘E
Sustainable Development Goal Summit, UNICEF (New York); Conference ;
on NGOs and UNESCO (Paris); Commission on Crime Prevention and @m . a‘
Criminal Justice (Vienna), and more.
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Submitted to the UN and its mechanisms presented in
a publication for UN Day

Actively participated in , submitting garnering
, co-sponsored five and organized

Submitted for GWI affiliates under
review by the CEDAW*

Represented GWI at the session and
session at the UN

Some covering UN attendances submitted by GWI UN Representatives
in Geneva, New York, Paris and Vienna.

GWI continued serving as and

GWI thanks UN representatives in Geneva (Elena Bauchiero and Stacy Dry Lara), New
York (Maureen Byrne and Maryella Hannum), Vienna (Elisabeth Francis and Reinhild
Strauss) and Paris (Dominique Ciavatti and Eliane Didier) for their contributions.


https://vimeo.com/user45461092
http://www.graduatewomen.org/
https://graduatewomen.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/advocacy-news/
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/FINAL-United-Nations-Day-2025-Publication.pdf
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GWI Communications

GWI advances its mission through strategic communications and social media outreach
that engage global audiences, highlight international Days of Observance, and issue
timely press releases affirming its long-standing commitment to safe access to quality
education and training at all levels for girls and women of all ages.

Posted 930+ social media posts e
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Instagram, X, and LinkedIn. & y
Published nine press releases Distributed 28 Update
v P v hewsletters, totaling some 210

hlghllghtlng GWI critical viewpoints informational write-ups.
on education.

Marked 30 annual Days of

powerful messaging aimed to
GWI advances international advocacy reduce barriers in education .
through sustained engagement with United Published 17 infographics and
Nations mechanisms, policy statements, and v/ toolkits, of which three were

featured on the Women’'s UN

global coalitions, promoting safe access to
Report Network.

quality education and the full participation of
Ran the 16 Days of Activism

girls and women in public and private . .

decisi i N against Gender-Based Violence:

ecision-making. “16 Days, 16 Violence Realities
that Silence Learning”
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Teacher for Rural Futures
Sponsored six female students with GWI scholarships, including two graduating,
two continuing, and two new students. Released “Rise and Lead”, a song celebrating

project students.

Bina Roy Partners in Development (BRPID)

Funded six pro;ects Egypt, El Salvador, Nepal, Senegal, Turkey, and Uganda
addressing women'’s health and hygiene, environmental action, digital and financial
literacy, and community education. The project summary can be find HERE.

Hegg Hoffet Committee reviewed some 30 applications and awarded six grants to
recipients for English lessons, project management and medical certifications.

Rose Sidgwick Triennial Fellowships
At the GA, six awardees from Ghana, the UK, Peru, the US, and China were selected
from 80 applications, enrolled in PhD programs in 50 universities worldwide.

Heritage Fundraising Wall
This project, created for GWI's 105th anniversary, raised about $15,000 USD. The purchase of a
brick further supports GWI missions and dismantles barriers to education.

0 Hegg Hoffett Grants for Displaced Women
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https://graduatewomen.org/media-publications/update-newsletter/
https://graduatewomen.org/media-publications/update-newsletter/
https://graduatewomen.org/media-publications/press-releases/
https://vimeo.com/1142250894?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Final-Reports-Summary-BRPID-2024-25-V1-2.pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/what-we-do/grants-fellowships/
https://graduatewomen.org/media-publications/toolkit/
http://www.graduatewomen.org/
https://www.gwi105.com/

GWI Staff and Interns

@ Staff
Stacy Dry Lara, Executive Director

E!E Six 2025 Interns
GWI's mission is fueled by the invaluable support and contributions of its
inspiring 2025 interns. We offer appreciation to: Elena Bauchiero, Connie

Preston, Grace Wanebo, Suzanne Nette, Célia Cherel and Mila Metivier.
(Pictured left to right.)

GWI participated in GlobalGiving crowdfunding campaigns to broaden donor
outreach and mobilize public support for GWI programs. Received 143 donations.
Click HERE to make a donation.
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WHAT IS UNITED NATIONS (UN) DAY

UN Day, celebrated on 24 Dctober, marks the anniversary of the UN Charter's entry
inte foree in 1945, To commemorate this day, GWI highlights its lengstanding
engagement with the UN and its advocacy for the right to safe, equal to quality
education for women and girls of all ages. This publication reflects on GWI's historic
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https://www.facebook.com/Graduate-Women-International-GWI-364352213914/
https://twitter.com/GradWomen
https://www.instagram.com/gradwomen/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-federation-of-university-women/
http://www.graduatewomen.org/
https://www.globalgiving.org/donate/31959/graduate-women-international-gwi-formerly-international/

