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GWI advocacy goals

1. 100% of United Nations Member States commit to policy, legislation, budget and
infrastructure to facilitate transition of girls from primary to secondary school and ensure
gender parity and gender equality throughout secondary education by 2030.

2. By 2030 100% of United Nations low income Member States have increased access to
tertiary education for girls and women by 50%.

3. 100% of United Nations Member States commit to and implement policies for continuing
education to empower women throughout the life course, within the formal and informal
economies.

4. Influence the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4.
5. All 17 SDGs will include girls’” education targets.

Please bear in mind these five overarching, long-term goals during any United Nations intervention
that you make on behalf of GWI. Any intervention should push these five goals further.

NB: Although these goals represent GWI’s mission, our United Nations Representatives are should
always promote all GWI key messages and represent GWI professionally.

Name: Maryella Hannum, GWI UN Representative
City of UN Representation: UN Headquarters, New York

Session/meeting attended: Friday, 30 May 2025; UN Women and Civil Society 5" Meeting on
Beijing+30 (Virtual)

Subject of session/meeting: Civil Society Organization (CSO) engagement strategy; Beijing+30 Action
Agenda implementation; and updates on the CSW revitalization process

Meeting Notes Provided by UN Women:

UN Women convened the fifth global meeting with civil society on Beijing+30 as part of its ongoing
B+30 CSO engagement strategy with an aim to discuss Beijing+30 Action Agenda implementation
and share updates on CSW revitalization process. Over 320 participants from women’s rights groups
and civil society networks across multiple regions attended the meeting.

Beijing+30 Action Agenda
UN Women shared its B+30 Action Agenda presentation and implementation plans. A three-pronged
strategy will make the Beijing+30 Action Agenda a reality:

1. Work collectively with Member States at the country level to support governments to
commit to 1-2 Actions that align with national priorities, and support them to develop
roadmaps on Country Actions, announced at the UNGA80 High-Level Meeting on Beijing+30
in September 2025.
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2. Collectively bolster the crucial role of civil society actors who are in the streets demanding
gender equality; that we work to ensure they are provided with more resources and greater
civic space.

3. Strengthen the effectiveness of the multilateral system to deliver for women and girls. This
is done through committing to the timely implementation of the Secretary-General’s Gender
Equality Acceleration Plan.

Discussion

e Gender-based violence (GBV) is a critical issue faced by women and girls across the world. It
is important to have state-supported shelters for survivors, particularly in contexts like
Cameroon, Sudan, and in conflict areas.

e Access to justice and quality services must be included in a comprehensive action plan for
ending gender-based violence. States should support civil society organizations to deliver
quality services like safehouses.

e There is a gap between the normative agenda and lived realities, marked by regression and
stagnation in many countries. The Action Agenda must focus on building both political will
and institutional capacity to drive real change.

e |n some contexts, local governments are demonstrating leadership, showing that progress is
possible even when national action is slow.

e Emphasis must be on the indivisibility of rights—civil, political, economic, cultural—and the
need to anchor action in this principle.

e Action Agenda should be linked to other international frameworks such as CEDAW, the ILO
Fundamental Declaration of Principles and Rights at Work and relevant standards.

e  Civil society was encouraged to engage national governments with support from UN Women
country o ices as necessary, to work with their governments to prioritize actions as part of
the Action Agenda implementation. UN Women country o ices will be working closely with
national governments to support country prioritization of actions.

CSW Revitalization

UN Women briefed on the CSW revitalization process to date, including timelines and acknowledged
civil society contributions to the CSW Revitalization Elements Paper as well as to the process thus-
far.

The zero draft was discussed as follows:

e Based on a series of Consultations with Member States and Civil Society Organizations and
134 written inputs from a broad range of stakeholders, including UN Regional Commissions,
the zero draft outlines five key areas for revitalization:

1. Session & meeting format

- Host CSW outside NY every 5 years through a rotating approach supported by a call for
interest.

- Hold the General Discussion in the General Assembly Hall.

- Integrate the UN SG’s Town Hall with CSOs in the programme of work.

2. Effectiveness

- Make the CSW Outcome Documents more action-oriented, focused, time-bound,
measurable, actionable.

- Strengthen the Communication Procedure.

- Establish an interactive dialogue on cross-cutting issues, including VAWG.
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3. Implementation monitoring & accountability

- Strengthen CSW Review mechanism by making participation mandatory for CSW members,
increasing the interactivity, and potentially broadening the scope.

- Establish an online platform on progress to achieve the Beijing Declaration and PfA.

4. Inclusion of civil society

- Enhance CSOs participation in the monitoring and following stages, through national
consultations.

- Expand CSOs participation to non-ECOSOC accredited organizations, subject to a list
established by the PECOSOC and approved by ECOSOC.

5. Engagement with Other Processes and Entities

- Convene regional preparatory meetings.

- Strengthen coherence and complementarity with CEDAW and HRC.

- Expand cooperation and coordination with other relevant intergovernmental processes and
functional commissions.

Discussion

e In 2024, NGO CSW/NY distributed a survey to nearly 50,000 civil society representatives to
“collect input, ideas and views on how to transform the CSW to increase its value and potential
to accelerate the advancement of gender equality in countries worldwide.” Survey results
recommended the CSW revitalization to increase transparency and efficiency, create a more
inclusive CSW, improve CSO input into deliberations and CSW agreements, and increase
accountability of all stakeholders.

e Three main strategies were proposed by NGO CSW/NY:

1. Engage national gender machineries (e.g., ministries of gender equality) directly to share CSO
priorities and ask how inclusive the national engagement process is.

2. Advocate for accountability mechanisms, including civil society seats in official delegations
and transparent processes.

3. Use digital advocacy tools (especially social media) to raise visibility and demonstrate civil
society’s expectations for a more participatory CSW.

¢ Civil society expressed concerns about CSW’s disconnect from other gender mechanisms like
CEDAW, and how to influence the revitalization process meaningfully at the country level.

e Concerns were raised about inclusion of marginalized communities, like Dalit groups, women
with disabilities, and indigenous women and girls. It is critical to ensure that CSW can be a more
inclusive global platform.

¢ Civil society emphasized the need for civil society ownership and engagement—not just as
observers, but as co-creators of the process.

e Suggestions included developing a shared digital platform where civil society can evaluate and
track progress, not just Member States.

¢ Violence against women and girls (VAWG) was highlighted as a top priority that must remain
central to CSW’s agenda.

¢ Now is the time to contact national governments and parliamentary representatives to ensure
strong engagement in both the CSW Revitalization and Beijing+30 Action Agenda.

e Measurable outcomes from the revitalization will depend on what the resolution will finally be.
Then measurable outcomes can be defined.

¢ The revitalization efforts will not change the mandate of CSO, but the impact will be to enhance
the effectiveness, accountability, and inclusiveness of CSW.

e Itisimperative to build stronger linkages between CSW and CEDAW. Civil society seeks to see a
stronger accountability mechanism for implementing CSW agreed conclusions.
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