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20 June 2022 

 

Dear NFA Presidents, CIRs and Members, 

I hope that you and your family are well. I am writing to share the voting 

particulars and results of the recent Graduate Women International 

(GWI) recent General Assembly (GA) vote on the Internal Resolutions 1 

and 2 - to consider as urgent the renewal and rebuilding of GWI 

Headquarters and its National Federations and Associations (NFAs), and 

Constitutional Resolution 1 - to support our sharper focus on Sustainable 

Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) which is Inclusive, Quality and Equal 

Education.  

To enhance our collective understanding of this vote, I briefly recall, 

below, the events that led up to this vote: 

Background: 

In June 2021, the GWI Board spoke with you about its goals for the 

organisation, based on its belief that graduate women could play a vital 

role in the expansion of SDG 4 in their respective countries.  

The goals were: 1) to build working relationships with United Nations 

(UN) agencies and other national efforts in SDG 4 implementation; 2) to 

seek funding from global funders for our NFAs and Headquarters on the 

basis of these relationships.  

To facilitate this process, we asked for your approval of and participation 

in an Organisational Development process that would explore the 

possibilities of accomplishing these goals. 

During this process a series of in-depth discussions with representatives 

of our NFAs revealed that while there, indeed, was an accelerated 

opportunity for graduate women to work with external stakeholders, our 

NFAs would require renewal and rebuilding in many organisational 

aspects, including membership recruitment; outcomes – based work; 

accountability to external stakeholders and leadership development, in 

order for their members to carry out this role. 
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The Rationale for a General Assembly (GA) Vote:  

In view of these findings and given the enormous dimensions of this 

renewal and rebuilding undertaking, and the volunteer effort that would 

have to be mobilized for its successful accomplishment, the Board 

thought it best to formally ask you, our NFAs, for a commitment to a 

wholehearted and urgent participation in this renewal and rebuilding 

(Internal Resolutions 1 and 2) as well as for approval of a Constitutional 

Resolution to support the goal of a sharper focus on a new body of work 

(Constitutional Resolution 1).  

Results of the Vote: 

As a follow up to the official Simply Voting results distributed to voting 

delegates on 4 June 2022, results of GWI Urgent General Assembly 

Electronic Vote on Board of Officers Internal Resolutions 1 and 2, and 

Constitutional Resolution 1 held on 1-3 June 2022 are as per the attached 

official results from Simply Voting and summarized for you below: 

Particulars NFA Nos. Delegates Nos. 

Eligible NFAs and Delegates 
plus Board members for 
GA voting 

38 55+6 

Quorum one-third of 
the eligible NFAs & 
delegates plus Board 
members 

13 19+2 

Registered 
credentials eligible 
NFAs & delegates plus 
Board members  

24 39+6 

 

GWI Board of Officers Internal Resolution 
In favour 44; Opposed 1; Total 45 
GWI Board of Officers Internal Resolution I Approved 
 
GWI Board of Officers Internal Resolution 2 
In favour 44; Opposed 1; Total 45 
GWI Board of Officers Internal Resolution 2 Approved 

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/GWI-Board-of-Officers-Resolutions-for-urgent-General-Assembly-electronic-voting_IR1-2-CR-1_FINAL.pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/GWI-Board-of-Officers-Resolutions-for-urgent-General-Assembly-electronic-voting_IR1-2-CR-1_FINAL.pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Simplified-Voting_Certified-Results-GWI-Urgent-Vote-Internal-Res-1-and-2-and-Constitutional-Res2-1-3-June-2022_June-4-2022.pdf
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Constitutional Resolution 1 
In favour 43; Opposed 2; Total 45 
Constitutional Resolution 1 Approved 
 
The official Simply Voting results can be accessed HERE.  
 

Our Understanding of the Vote  

Many thanks to all the NFAs who provided voting delegates for the GWI 

Urgent General Assembly Electronic Vote. Your participation and good 

support of the resolutions presented for the vote indicate your 

enthusiasm, acceptance, and commitment to renewing and rebuilding 

GWI 

The Board believes that the vote represents a positive intent of NFAs and 

that it needs to evaluate the challenges faced by NFAs that did not weigh 

in on the vote and how the new value proposition can be explained to 

them better. The Board is doing this by reconciling the benefits and the 

challenges that have resulted from this vote not just for the remainder of 

this triennium but also importantly for the next triennium. 

Implications of the Vote  

The Pandemic has disrupted global economies and GWI along with most 

membership organisations has experienced a marked reduction in 

membership and income. Over the last year, the Board has made deep 

cuts to what has already been an extremely austere operating budget. 

Without additional revenues, we foresee budget shortfalls for the next 

triennium. 

The Board is convinced that any additional revenues now can only come 

from external sources with specific standards for performance and 

accountability, making the renewing and rebuilding of GWI and its NFAs a 

necessary condition for working relationships with external stakeholders. 

The Board is clear in its view that for GWI, rebuilding and renewing is the 

only basis on which we can seek to build working relationships with UN 

agencies and other focal points for SDG implementation and importantly 

to seek funding from external stakeholders 

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Simplified-Voting_Certified-Results-GWI-Urgent-Vote-Internal-Res-1-and-2-and-Constitutional-Res2-1-3-June-2022_June-4-2022.pdf
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Taking all of this into consideration, the Board is currently trying to 

balance the enormity of the renewal and rebuilding undertaking, the 

probability of its success given that one-third of its NFAs have not voted, 

the extent to which budget shortfalls in the next triennium can be 

covered by GWI’s financial reserve, and generally the best use of its 

volunteer and staff time and effort not just for the remainder of this 

triennium but the next.  

I will be in touch with you again soon. In the meanwhile, should you have 

any questions, please write to Veena Bathe, GWI Vice President, 

Governance, at email: veena.bathe@gmail.com with a copy to 

president@graduatewomen.org. 

We have reached an exciting pivot point.  There are still challenges to 

face but your unwavering support springboards GWI in the right 

direction.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Terry Oudraad 
President Graduate Women International 
 

Also included is the revised GWI Constitution (June 2022) with the 

General Assembly approved amendments in blue font for your reference.  

  

 

mailto:veena.bathe@gmail.com
mailto:president@graduatewomen.org
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/GWI-Constituion-June-2022-v2_GA-Electronic-Vote-FINAL.pdf

