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Graduate Women International (GWI) Young Member Network (YMN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Ambassadors Workshop is being held Saturdays in May. 
 

— Graduate Women International (GWI) News — 
 

 
2022 Recognition Award winner deeply appreciates GWI support 
Hebatallah Tolba, East London University, GWI 2022 Recognition Award winner, expresses her deep 
appreciation to GWI in a presentation about her work. Her interesting presentation can be found 
HERE. 
 
In the presentation, Tolba kindly said, “I am deeply appreciative of the Graduate Women International 
support. I am honoured to be the recipient of the GWI Recognition Award. This has given me a major 
boost of confidence in myself as a researcher and in my research idea. The generosity of the fellowship 
Committee and the fund provided to me will contribute towards my field research trips to Egypt this 
year. This will lighten my financial burden, allowing me to focus on my interviews, readings, and 
research”.  
 
Her work consists of an interdisciplinary research project that aims to theorise the gendering nature 
of religious rituals, fasting, praying, funeral and burial, as techniques of self-formation. Tolba’s 
research focuses on religious rituals as an educational process. The study of rituals is a window into 
the study of the society we belong to. GWI wishes her the best of luck in her future endeavours 
moving forward. 
 

World Book and Copyright Day 
On World Book and Copyright Day, 23 April, GWI celebrated women and girls’ inclusion in literature. 
World Book and Copyright Day is an international day to celebrate and promote the enjoyment of 
books and reading. In 1995, UNESCO created this Day of Observance as a tribute to prominent authors 
such as Emily Dickinson, Agatha Christie, Jane Austen, William Shakespeare, Miguel Cervantes and 
Inca Garcilaso de la Vega (UNESCO). The theme for this year is “Read, so you never feel low.”   
 
GWI observes this day to highlight the achievements of literary women all over the world, as well as 
emphasise the need to continue promoting increased female literacy rates for women's 
empowerment. Deplorably, two thirds of the 759 million illiterate adults around the world are women 

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/GWI-Presentation-Hebatallah-Tolba-video-1.pptx


 

despite shared efforts to improve. GWI continues to work tirelessly to positively impact women and 
girls’ equal access to quality education.  
 

— GWI Member News — 
 

 
GWI National Federations and Associations (NFAs) host a variety of events in May 
In the coming weeks, GWI NFAs are hosting several exceptional events that cover a variety of 
important topics.  Take a look at this line up and register for any of the following events.  The official 
event flyers can be found at the end of the Update.   

 
UWAsia Regional NFA Virtual Event 
University Women Asia will host on 13 May at 13:30-15:00 CEST a webinar on “Education, Gender 
and Inclusive Society”. Click here to register for this noteworthy event. 

 
GWI YMN SDGs Ambassadors Workshops 
GWI YMN SDG Ambassador Workshop series will run Saturdays in May at 16:00 CEST.  The next 
workshop will be 14 May. All GWI young members who participated in Workshop 1 are invited to 
register HERE as a continuation of the series. 
 
An SDG Ambassador certificate will be issued to all who participate in all four workshops. GWI YMN 
stands for passionate, proactive female change makers who empower, to embrace diversity, 
inclusiveness, friendship, freedom and peace, that leads to strategic action and positive solutions. To 
read more about the events’ content please click the link.  If you are not yet a member of the GWI 
YMN we invite you to click HERE for more information.  

  
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) side event 
GWI Women Graduates-USA members, Linda MacDonald and Jeanne Sarson, will serve as panelists at 
the 19 May (13:10 – 14:00 CEST) CCPCJ, “Gender based violence as torture inflicted by non-State 
actors” side event.  The aim of this side event is to recommend a declaration that addresses torture 
by non-State actors as a model strategy to promote global awareness to end non-State torture crimes 
against women and girls. Speakers will make presentations defining torture by non-State actors 
against women and girls. Please access the side event via Zoom HERE.   

 
Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) Peer-to-Peer Event “Environmental 
Discrimination: A Global Problem” 
In commemoration of World Environment Day (5 June), on 27 May at 16:00 CEST CFUW Edmonton 
and UWCVancouver will host the next installment of the GWI Peer-to-Peer Conversation. 
Environmental discrimination occurs when development, policies, or practices result in more pollution 
and health risks in specific communities. Solutions are available to assess, decrease, and prevent this 
discrimination in historically and newly affected communities. To register for this event click HERE. 
 

— GWI at the United Nations — 
 

 
GWI VP Advocacy and Education Commission on the Status of Women 66 (CSW66) Summary  
Louise McLeod, GWI Vice President of Advocacy and Education has assembled an excellent recap of 
the CSW66 session held virtually in March 2022. This review is an excellent resource and 
comprehensive recap of the CSW66 session.  In one summary document readers can easily locate the 
information about CSW66 such as Agreed Conclusions, resolutions adopted, initiatives to address 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11cDAHQzZMn-bJ99ozCAAGJNXrSKD8ZAGJbKoye5eW9I/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuceqrqDkpEtDHQHmNpturD_rd6u-L3k-M
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/GWI-YMN-Presidents-Letter_April2022.pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/contact-us/
https://graduatewomen.org/contact-us/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83055894275?pwd=eXNzWDdBcHI3T0VUTzN0ODI2K3FzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrdeGqrzMoEt3aBCrJTTAKjX8wO7BwGW7D


 

climate change, links to statements, history of the CSW and more!  The summary also offers specific 
GWI documents such as the GWI written statement, cosponsored statements and parallel event 
recordings held.  GWI thanks Louise for this exceptional account of CSW66.  “Achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of all women and girls in the context of climate change, environmental and 
disaster risk reduction policies and programmes”, says McLeod.  Click HERE to access the Full CSW66 
Summary Report.   

GWI UN Representative, Elisabeth Francis report on CSW66 climate justice side event 

On 22 March 2022 GWI UN representative, Elisabeth Francis, participated in the UN Women CSW66 
side event: “Climate Justice for Women and Girls: Approaches to combating Ecocide”. A distinguished 
panel of visionary leaders from the UN and civil society came together for this interactive discussion 
which explored how women’s civil society organisations can bring perpetrators of ecocide to justice; 
protect grassroots environmental actors; hold governments accountable for implementing existing 
conventions; and provide women and girls with knowledge and tools to contribute to healthy, 
sustainable environments. It discussed what the NGO community can do to support global efforts to 
combat crimes that affect the environment. Please watch the recording of the event via this link. GWI 
invites you to read the full report HERE  
 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Trade and Gender course 
UNCTAD is organising an online course on Trade and Gender Linkages with a Focus on the Least 
Developed Countries, from 13 June to 17 July 2022. This course will be offered in English. The deadline 
for submitting applications is 29 May 2022. The course targets policymakers, academics from 
universities and research centres, and representatives of civil society in developing and least 
developed countries involved in policy formulation and implementation, research, teaching, advocacy 
or field work in the area of trade and gender. For more information about this interesting online 
course, click HERE. 

—Give the gift of membership — 

 

Give the gift of membership to the outstanding graduate women in your life! GWI membership allows 
graduate women to join the leading women’s international organisation that works to empower girls 
and women through access to lifelong, quality education and training. Give the gift of membership to 
become part of a global community of some 16’000 members in 60 countries, either as a GWI 
independent member or national member of one of our NFA. 
 

— Did you know? — 
 

          
Did you know that Sonia Soria Gomez completed an exceptional five months at 
GWI? “GWI congratulates Sonia for her outstanding contributions to GWI 
during her five-month internship and wishes her all the best and the utmost 
success in her future endeavours”, says GWI Executive Director, Stacy Dry 
Lara.  
     
    

   
  
 

                         —Dates and events worth noting — 
 

Sonia Soria Gomez, GWI 
Intern January – May 2022 

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Louises-report-GWI-CSW-66-Summary-Report-LMcLeod-final-1.pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Louises-report-GWI-CSW-66-Summary-Report-LMcLeod-final-1.pdf
https://iadllaw.org/2022/03/video-climate-justice-for-women-and-girls-approaches-to-combatingecocide
https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/CSW66-Report_UN-Representative-Elisabeth-Francis.pdf
https://tgcoursefiles.blob.core.windows.net/uploads/SM%20link%20for%20TG%20courses%202022/Prospectus%20TAG2022_LDCs_final%20(002).pdf
https://graduatewomen.org/become-a-member/
https://graduatewomen.org/who-we-are/our-membership/independent-members/
https://graduatewomen.org/who-we-are/our-membership/independent-members/
https://graduatewomen.org/who-we-are/our-membership/


 

 
13 May 
7,14,21, 28 May 
27 May 
28 May 
12 June 
13 June-8 July 
19 June 
20 June 
23 June 
15 July 
30 July 
31 July 

UWAsia, Education, Gender and Inclusive Society, Global GWI members 
GWI YMN SDG Ambassador Series, Zoom 
Environmental Discrimination - a Global Problem, Global GWI members 
Menstrual Hygiene Day 
World Day against Child Labour, Global  
50th session Human Rights Council, Geneva 
Intl Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict, Global 
World Refugee Day, Global   
International Widows Day, Global  
Youth Skills Day, Global 
International Day for the Elimination of Trafficking in Persons, Global  
Pan-African Women’s Day, Global 

9 August  
20-23 August 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day, Global 
100th Anniversary Jubilee - Graduate Women's Association, Austria, GWI 
members 

 

     Follow us on social media! 
 

 

 
 

Empowering women and girls through lifelong education for leadership, decision-making and peace. GWI, formerly 
IFUW, is in special consultative status with ECOSOC since 1947 and is an NGO maintaining official relations with 

UNESCO and ILO. 
 

Graduate Women International  
7-9, Chemin de Balexert, CH-1291, Châtelaine, Geneva, Switzerland 

E-mail: gwi@graduatewomen.org  Website: www.graduatewomen.org  
 
 

 
 

 

Please see the official event flyers in the next four pages below. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gwi@graduatewomen.org
about:blank


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click HERE to register for the UWAsia Event “Education, Gender and Inclusive Society”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11cDAHQzZMn-bJ99ozCAAGJNXrSKD8ZAGJbKoye5eW9I/viewform?edit_requested=true


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click HERE to register for the GWI YMN SDGs Ambassadors Workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuceqrqDkpEtDHQHmNpturD_rd6u-L3k-M


 

 
 

Click HERE to join the CCPCJ Event “Gender-Based Violence as Torture Inflicted by Non-State 

Actors”. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83055894275?pwd=eXNzWDdBcHI3T0VUTzN0ODI2K3F%20zQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83055894275?pwd=eXNzWDdBcHI3T0VUTzN0ODI2K3F%20zQT09


 

 
 

Click HERE to register for the CFUW Event “Environmental Discrimination: A Global 

Problem”.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrdeGqrzMoEt3aBCrJTTAKjX8wO7BwGW7D
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrdeGqrzMoEt3aBCrJTTAKjX8wO7BwGW7D

