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MINUTES 

 
Presiding: New IFUW President, Marianne Haslegrave 
 

1. Welcome by President  

Marianne Haslegrave called the meeting to order at 9.12 and welcomed everyone to the 91st 
Council Meeting.  A quorum was established.   
23 NFAs represented + 5 Board Members = Voting Strength of 28 
 
She thanked the Mexican Federation (FEMU) for the wonderful gala dinner and evening at the 
Vizcainas School. 
 
She then gave an interesting slide presentation about her vision for the new triennium - a time in 
which IFUW needs to change from ‘y to i’ and from ‘dying to doing’.   
 
Conference Themes: 

 Education - It is the main theme within IFUW.  The action part of the Study Action 
Programme needs to be emphasized.  re: Fellowships - An inventory of what we are  
doing is necessary so that we can ‘sell ourselves’. 

 Development - We need to think about sustainable development for IFUW and 
sustainable development for developing countries by way of projects. 

 Empowerment - This involves capacity building and getting women into politics. It 
also involves economic empowerment - we need to do more for more women. We 
also need a strong human rights-based approach.  For example, we should be 
condemning the stoning of women in Iran.  We need to go a lot further than our new 
Education Advocacy Handbook, which was issued yesterday. 

 If we are going to be strong, we need to have new ways of working by ourselves, for 
ourselves and through ourselves.  The CIRs are our main link; we need to look at 
every possibility in order to communicate. 

2. Introduction of Council Members  

Leigh Bradford Ratteree, Secretary General, conducted the roll call of National Federations and 
Associations (NFAs) in attendance.  She then recognized the voting members of Council: 
 
PRESIDENT:   Marianne Haslegrave (Great Britain) 
  
VICE PRESIDENTS:  Patricia Galeana Herrera (Mexico) 
    Anne Nègre (France) 
    Jennifer Strauss (Australia) 
    Willemijn L. Van Der Meer (The Netherlands) 
 
TREASURER:   Catherine Bell (South Africa) 
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Following that, she recognized the non-voting members of Council: 
PAST PRESIDENTS: 
 Louise Croot (New Zealand) 
 Griselda Kenyon (Great Britain) 
 Eilizabeth Poskitt  (Great Britain) 
 Reiko Aoki (Japan) 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURERS  
 Sheila R. Buemi-Moore (Switzerland) 
 Roberta Brooks (Canada)  
 
COMMITTEE CONVENERS 
STATUS OF WOMEN COMMITTEE  
Convener: Marion Minis (The Netherlands)  
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Convener: Hazel Bowen (South Africa) 
 
COMMITTEE FOR THE AWARD OF INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS  
Convener: Cynthia Burek (Great Britain) 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE HEGG-HOFFET FUND  
Convener: Marian Ennis (Canada) 
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PROJECT DEVELOPMENT  
Convener: Michelle Imison (Australia) 
 
COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
Convener: Margaret Tait (Great Britain) 
 

3. Adoption of Agenda of 91st Council  

The President moved adoption of the Agenda for the 91st Council. CARRIED 

4. Adoption of Rules of Procedure  

The President moved adoption of the Rules of Procedure. CARRIED 

5. Announcement of emergency resolutions (if any) 

See the Minutes of Business Session 3 - item 20.3 

6. Minutes of the 90th Council 

The Secretary General announced that the Minutes of the 90th Council meeting will be   
circulated with the Minutes of the 91st Council meeting. 

7. Report of the Credentials Committee 

Hazel Bowen (South Africa) reported: 25 NFAs+5 Board Members = Voting Strength of 30 

8. Appointment of Assistant Treasurers  

The President asked the Treasurer to give the names of the Assistant Treasurers: 
 Sheila R. Buemi-Moore (Switzerland) 
 Roberta Brooks (Canada) 
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The President called for a vote to confirm these appointments. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
The President then thanked these two women for agreeing to take on this task. 

9. Confirmation of election of Conveners and Members of Standing Committees  

Three Standing Committees were voted for by the CIRs. 
 
The Secretary General read aloud the list of names of those who had been elected to the three 
standing committees: 
 
STATUS OF WOMEN COMMITTEE  
Convener: Marion Minis (The Netherlands) 
Members: Ranjana Banerjee (India) 

Gilda Bautista Ravelo (Mexico) 
Ayden Birerdinc (Turkey) 
Rae Duff (New Zealand) 
Louise McLeod (USA) 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Members: Julia Bannister (Great Britain) 

Patricia L. Blombery (Australia) 
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Convener: Hazel Bowen (South Africa) 
Members: Nezihe Bilhan (Turkey) 

Martine Cashell-Smith (New Zealand) 
Regine Oltersdorf-Paul (Germany) 
Arielle Wagenknecht (Switzerland) 

 
The President called for a vote to confirm the election of Members of Standing Committees. 
 
There was 1 abstention. CARRIED 
 
The President also called for a vote to approve by acclamation the Conveners of the: 
 Status of Women Committee           Marion Minis  (The Netherlands) 
 Membership Committee                   Hazel Bowen (South Africa) 
 CARRIED 

10. Announcement of Board appointments to IFUW Committees  

The Secretary General announced the Board appointments to IFUW Committees. 
 
COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
Convener: Margaret Tait (Great Britain) 
Members: Margarita M. Almada (Mexico) 
  Carol C. Arinze-Umobi (Nigeria) 
  Marianne Singh-Waraich (Canada) 
 
Special Committees: 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE HEGG-HOFFET FUND  
Convener: Marian Ennis (Canada) 
Members: Joy Dunsheath (New Zealand) 
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Anita Earle (Australia) 
Anne Harris-Hennon (France) 

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PROJECT DEVELOPMENT  
Convener: Michelle Imison (Australia) 
Members: Bonnie Lincoln (USA) 

Gomathy Venkateswar (India) 
Akanisi Kedrayate Tabualevu (Fiji) 

11. Confirmation of Board appointments of Representatives to United Nations and its 
Specialised Agencies 

Geneva: Conchita Poncini, Hillevi Perraudin, Katherine Hagan, Arielle Wagenknecht, 
Manjit Dosanjah 

New York: Catherine Moore, Polly Woodard Catharina Grau, Sophie Turner-Zaretzsky  
Vienna: Ilona Graenitz, Karoline Maria Holmes, Ingrid Szabolcs, Ines Spinn, Nesrin Göker 
Paris: Françoise Sauvage, Eliane Didier, Cynthia Ghorra-Gobin, Anne Nègre, 

Dominique Ciavatti 
 
The President called for a vote to confirm the Board appointments of Representatives to the 
United Nations and its Specialised Agencies. 
There was 1 abstention. CARRIED 

12. Finance 

12.1 Appointment of auditors and confirmation of audit type  

The Treasurer suggested that the 91st Council approve the auditors KPMG SA and said that the 
difference between a full audit and a limited audit had already been discussed earlier in the 
Conference.  She also suggested that we approve a limited audit for the next triennium. 
 
The President noted that a discussion was not necessary since this had already been discussed 
twice. 
 
She called for a vote to approve the Treasurer’s recommendation for a limited audit for the next 
triennium. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

12.2 Review of IFUW finances following the 30th Conference  

The Treasurer reported that the finances following the 30th Conference are not available, so 
there will be no review at this time.   
 
Kathleen Laurila (WG-USA Inc.) asked if it was normal to get the financials for the preceding 
conference at the end of the triennium.  The Secretary General indicated that it did take a long 
time to finalize the financials.  Margaret Middlemass (British Federation) concurred by saying 
that it had taken a long time for the university bill to come through and thus the accounts to be 
finalized were delayed.  Then, it took further time for the final tax close-off. 

12.3 Adoption of formula for calculating the per capita dues   

The Treasurer noted that the formula for calculating the per capita dues had already been 
approved at the 90th Council Meeting in case there wouldn’t be a quorum at the 91st Council 
Meeting. 
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12.4 Approval of estimates for 2011, 2012 and 2013 

The Treasurer noted that the estimates for 2011, 2012 and 2013 had already been approved at 
the 90th Council Meeting in case there wouldn’t be a quorum at the 91st Council Meeting. 
 
She also asked the 91st Council to approve the Triennial Budget as a Triennial Budget instead 
of individual budgets for each year in the triennium so that money not spent in one year could 
be carried forth to the next year. 
 
The President called for a vote to approve the Triennial Budget as a Triennial Budget rather 
than as an individual budget year-by-year. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
The President thanked the Treasurer and her committee for its hard work. 
 

13. Consequential amendments to the Constitution and By-laws  

See document:  Proposed Amendments to the IFUW Constitution and By-laws 
 
Mary Hall, Past Convener of the Resolutions Committee, explained the term ‘consequential 
amendments’. For example, if a separate resolved clause is voted upon and defeated, then it 
has to be struck from the Action Plan. 
 
Discussion: 
Margaret Tait (British Federation) recommended that ‘Suggested’ be put in front of ‘Plan of 
Action’. 
 
Arielle Wagenknecht (Swiss Association) said that the role of the CIR is not clear and that many 
NFAs would like to have a clearer job description.  She asked if she could read her association’s 
Proposal 6 which had been withdrawn. (See: back of document Proposed Amendments to the 
IFUW Constitution and By-laws).  Her request was seconded by the Council member from 
Japan. 
 
Reiko Aoki, Past President, spoke about drawing up a job description for CIRs 
 
Dorothy Page (New Zealand) said that their own NFA already had its own good job     
description for CIRs. 
 
The President encouraged all NFAs having such job descriptions to send them in. 
 
Ardith Toogood (Canada) spoke about the CIR and the U.N. 
 
Treasurer Catherine Bell said that ‘suggested’ should be put in front of ‘job description’ because 
we are all autonomous bodies. 
 
The Secretary General noted that there are guidelines for the CIR on the website. 
 
The President called for a vote on the main motion. 
There were 4 abstentions. CARRIED 
 
Mary Hall, outgoing Resolutions Chair, then asked if Arielle Wagenknecht would give the 
wording of the Main Motion in writing to the Minuting Secretary, which she did. The Minuting 
Secretary then passed the text over to the outgoing Resolutions Chair for the remainder of the 
meeting. 
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Hazel Bowen (South Africa) said that she had been unclear about the wording of the resolution 
when she voted in favour of it. 
 
Mary Hall explained that it was Proposal 6 and that it had been withdrawn in its entirety. 
 
The President then asked the 91st Council to withdraw the vote because it had not been clear. 
 
It was moved by South Africa and seconded by New Zealand that the Council vote to withdraw 
the preceding vote on the understanding that the resolutions would be reworked. 
Abstentions: 3   against: 1  CARRIED - VOTE WITHDRAWN 
 
After Mary Hall read the main motion aloud, the following women suggested ideas re. wording: 
 Kathleen Laurila (WG U.S.A. Inc.) 
 Catherine Bell (Treasurer) 
 Jenny Strauss (Australia) 
 The Secretary General 
 
Ardith Toogood (Canada) and Hazel Bowen (South Africa) presented ideas for the consultation 
process with CIRs and NFAs. 
 
The motion was amended by substitution.   
 
New Text:  The Swiss Association recommends that the IFUW Board prepare a suggested job 
description for the CIR and circulate the suggested job description to the CIRs and NFAs for 
consultation within this triennium. 
 
The President then called for a vote on the new text which was moved by Catherine Bell 
(Treasurer) and seconded by Arielle Wagenknecht (Swiss Association). 
  CARRIED Unanimously, and 
  ACCEPTED as the agreed-upon text 
 

14. Announcements of meetings and events during 2010-2013  

Council Members from Great  Britain, Canada, New Zealand, Thailand, India, Austria, Australia, 
France and Japan described important meetings/events, dates and locations which will take 
place during the new triennium and invited others to join them. 
 

15. Invitation to host the 32nd IFUW Conference  

The President stated a request for ‘letters of intent’ to host the 31st Conference in 2016. 
The deadline for these letters will be at the end of 2010. 
 

16. Other business by leave of Council 

16.1 e-voting 

Margaret Middlemass (British Federation) asked how many NFAs had used e-voting this time.  
The Secretary General responded that only 7 affiliates had done so. 
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16.2 Hegg-Hoffet  

Convener Marian Ennis asked Council members to return to their affiliates and ask them to talk 
to women’s groups and refugee groups in order to encourage suitable applicants for the Hegg-
Hoffet fund. 

16.3 Friends of IFUW 

Judith Saror (Nigerian Association) thanked the Secretary General and her staff for their 
invaluable assistance with helping with visas so that members of her association could have the 
opportunity to attend this conference.  The Treasurer added that without the Geneva staff, IFUW 
wouldn’t be able to get its work done, and that it gets far more out of its staff than it pays for. 
 
Judith also stated that donations from Friends of IFUW should be an ongoing project rather than 
a one-time event at the 2007 conference.  In addition, she asked whether or not IFUW is 
considering the option of an Endowment Fund. 
 
The Treasurer responded by stating that Friends of IFUW still exists but that the process will be 
streamlined in these tough economic times.  She said that the difficulty with an Endowment 
Fund is that it would not provide a tax benefit to anyone living outside of Switzerland.   
 
Nobuko Akita (Japan) asked the Treasurer for the final status of Friends of IFUW.  
 
Catherine Bell responded by saying that Elizabeth Poskitt had organized Friends of IFUW in 
2004 with the intent of having interested members committing to donate CHF 150 a year for the 
3 years of each triennial to help with the running of IFUW. 
 
Nobuko Akita then asked if members were still committing to making donations. 
 
The Treasurer said that the total is approximately CHF 6,500 which is used to fund running 
expenses. The Secretary General replied that 20 members had signed up at the 2007 
Conference, but by the 3rd year, only 50% of the donors had submitted their donations and the 
staff had had to remind them of their commitment.   
 
Marian Ennis (Canada) suggested that donors could have automatic deductions on their credit 
cards, but the Secretary General said that this would create difficulties because credit cards 
expire and cannot be renewed automatically. 

16.4 Award of International Fellowships   

Roberta Brooks, Assistant Treasurer, said that more people need to be made aware of IFUW’s 
Fellowships.  She suggested a successful model used in Canada: a ‘Fellowships Breakfast’ at 
which one of the recipients speaks about her research. 
 
Margaret Middlemass (British Federation) wondered why the Fellowships Raffle had not taken 
place at the Gala Dinner last evening.  The Secretary General gave an explanation and said 
that an immediate appeal will be forthcoming, with donors being offered the opportunity to pay 
for their donations by credit card. 

16.5 Dues 

Glenda Hecksher Ramsden (CIR FEMU) asked IFUW to think about what it can do to lower the 
dues for the NFAs in poorer countries. 
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The President reiterated her warmest thanks to Glenda and FEMA for the wonderful Gala 
Dinner and evening. 
 

16.6 Willingness to host the 32nd IFUW Conference in 2016 

Three countries expressed an interest in applying to host the 2016 conference: 
 Egypt - Nadia Takla 
 Nigeria - Judith Saror 
 India - Ranjana Banerjee 
 
The Secretary General encouraged them to submit letters of intent, signed by their Boards, to 
the head office by the end of 2010.  She also outlined the process following the submission of 
the letters of intent. 

16.7 Conference Feedback 

The Council Member from Thailand said that she had found the pace of the conference 
exhausting and said that she hoped that during the 2013 Conference there would be one ‘free’ 
day.  She had also had problems with her Travel Grant, so was asked to direct her query to the 
Secretary General and the Treasurer. 
 
There being no further business by leave of the 91st Council, the President declared the  
meeting closed at 11.00. 
 


