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93rd Council Minutes 
93rd IFUW Council Meeting, 21 August 2013,  
KHU Cibali Hall, Istanbul, Turkey  
 
The Council was chaired by the new IFUW President, Catherine Bell. The new  Board of Officers 
2013 – 2016 was presented: 
 
President:  Catherine A. Bell   South Africa 
Vice-President:  Ayden Birerdinç  Turkey 
Vice-President:  Susan Russell   Canada 
Vice-President:  Jennifer Strauss  Australia 
Vice-President:  Margaret Tait   Great Britain 
Treasurer: Elsbeth von Navarini   Switzerland 
 
The two Assistant Treasurers were appointed and the election confirmed of the Conveners and 
Members of the Standing Committees. The Board has the power to co-opt people to committees 
and so it has used this power to cover some of the skills required by the committees. The 
Council also confirmed the Board appointments of Conveners and Members of the Committees 
for the Award for International Fellowships, and Project Development, the Resolutions 
Committee, and Special committee for the Hegg Hoffet Fund. It was noted that Marion Ennis 
(Canada) will ensure the handover to the next Convener by remaining in place for a subsequent 
twelve months.  
 
The Council approved the per capita dues payable to IFUW, beginning with those payable on 1 
January 2014, which continue to be calculated using the following formula:  
 

x =( (2 x Ln(GNI per capita)) - Ln(Membership) ) x HDI 

If x is less than 4.5, the per capita dues are 3 Swiss francs per member 

If x is 4.5 or less than 6, the per capita dues are 5.5 Swiss francs per member 

If x is 6 or less than 7.5, the per capita dues are 8 Swiss francs per member 

If x is 7.5 or less than 9, the per capita dues are 10.5 Swiss francs per member 

If x is 9 or less than 10.5, the per capita dues are 13 Swiss francs per member 

If x is 10.5 or less than 12, the per capita dues are 15.5 Swiss francs per member 

If x is 12 or greater, the per capita dues are 18 Swiss francs per member 

Note:  Ln = logarithm, GNI = Gross National Income, Membership = Number of paid-up members 
in accordance with By-law 33, HDI = Human Development Index. 

 
The Council approved by majority vote the Triennial Financial and Functional Estimates 2014-
2016 from Proposal 1, and KPMG SA was confirmed as auditors for IFUW for the same period. A 
limited statutory audit as the type of audit will be carried out. Finland asked the new Board to 
consider the difficult task of charging very low dues to those members who cannot afford to pay 
the full dues. President Bell stated that the accounts from the 31st Conference were not yet 
closed; a loss between Eur 1,000 and 20,000 was anticipated.  
 
The new Board stated that the appointments of Representatives to Inter-Governmental 
Organizations for the new triennium were under review, and that the current teams would only 
remain in place till the end of the year. The Council accepted this unanimously.  
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As the NFAs voted by a 68% majority to grow IFUW and accept the constitutional amendments, 
it was unanimously adopted that the consequential amendments to the Constitution and By-
Laws  be cleaned up as required. 
 
The Council session ended with several announcements of meetings and events from 2014 – 
2016:  
 
Anne Ronning (Norway) flagged the Women’s World Congress in March 2014. The host is 
Hyderabad University in India and the theme ‘Gender in a Changing World’. NFAs are invited to 
become involved in panels etc. to help keep IFUW visible. 
 
Eileen Focke-Bakker (The Netherlands) mentioned the UWE General Assembly in Romania 
September 2014. 
 
The Swedish University Women are celebrating their 110th Anniversary in 2014 and will send 
information to the IFUW website. Several NFAs in Australia will be celebrating anniversaries 
South Africa and Rwanda will be celebrating 20 years of freedom, and South Africa is 
celebrating its 90th Anniversary in 2013.  
 
Cynthia Burek (Great Britain) suggested setting up a special Centenary Scholarship to celebrate 
IFUW’s 100th Anniversary in 2019. Past President Louise Croot (New Zealand) made a 
suggestion to update IFUW’s history for the 100th anniversary of the federation, while Past 
President Elizabeth Poskitt (Great Britain) spoke in support of Louise’s suggestion and floated 
another idea - asking a range of ages and nationalities from IFUW membership to write ~ 2000 
words about their lives and struggles for a website book. 
 
President Catherine Bell thanked all those in attendance and concluded the 93rd IFUW Council 
Meeting.  
 

 


