
 

 

Circular 2/2015 
 

19 March 2015 
To:  National Leaders, CIRs and all Members 

From:                 IFUW Board 

Subject:  Result of the Name Change Vote and further information on the tax exemption 
requirements vote 

 

 

Dear All,  

It is with great pleasure that we announce that the name change from IFUW to Graduate Women 

International (GWI) has been approved by a large (70%) majority. 67 of 91 NFA delegates voted, and 

the six board members, representing 73% of the voting body.  A total of 73 votes were cast, with 50 

voting in favour of the name change, 21 voting against, and 2 abstentions.  To the Board, it is a signal 

that the organisation is supportive of the changes we are implementing and that the membership is 

beginning to look to a brighter future. We shall be publicly launching the new name at the same time 

as we launch the first Conference call. 

The urgency to change is ever more pressing, even while we go from success to success: we have for 

the first time in years halted the decline in membership numbers, we are receiving more applications 

to join from both organisations and individuals, and we are having impact in the media and advocacy 

areas, all the while extending our network to governments, international organisations and other 

NGOs.  

We still, however, need to find external funding, more urgently than ever. 

This is why we shall be proceeding to the next steps. The Board, in its last circular, signalled that a vote 

must be taken to change Article XIII of the constitution, on dissolution, to a defined terminology 

required by the Swiss Tax Authorities: 

  

Wording Required by Swiss Tax Authorities Current wording in the Constitution 

In case of dissolution, the General Assembly which votes 

to dissolve shall appoint one or more liquidators charged 

with overseeing the liquidation process. Upon its 

completion, the liquidators shall distribute any remaining 

assets to an institution pursuing a public interest purpose 

similar to that of IFUW the organisation benefiting from 

the tax exemption. In no event will the assets be returned 

to the founders or members, nor be used to their 

advantage in whole or in part, in any manner whatsoever.  

  

In case of dissolution, the General Assembly which votes to 

dissolve shall appoint one or more liquidators charged with 

overseeing the liquidation process. Upon its completion, 

they shall distribute any remaining assets to national 

federations and associations for international fellowships 

for higher education for women in accordance with 

guidelines established by the General Assembly having 

voted the dissolution. 

 



  

 

This change is required in order to gain tax exemption, which will allow us to raise money either directly 
or through other foundations and organisations. The Board has notified that the vote will be in June; 
but Australia and New Zealand have put forward a motion to have the vote as soon as possible.  
 
We will therefore be opening a consultation for two weeks on whether members are willing to 
accelerate the vote or not. The consultation be open for discussion of the amendment but will not be 
open to amendments of the actual wording of the change, as it is not negotiable, because it is dictated 
by the Swiss Tax Authorities.  

The process will be: 

 Two week discussion, starting on Monday 23 March, on the amendment and debate on the 
proposal to have the vote on the amendment as soon as possible. 

 A vote on the proposal to bring the vote on the constitutional amendment for tax exemption 
forward starting on Tuesday 7 April for two weeks. 

 If the vote to bring the constitutional amendment for tax exemption vote forward passes, a 
vote on the constitutional amendment for tax exemption will start on Monday 20 April 2015. 

Please note that once the vote is opened, no changes can be made to the delegates, so if you wish to 
change your delegates, it should be done in the next two weeks.  

The paid staff and unpaid volunteers and interns continue to pursue funding aggressively; however, as 
we have no history of funding this takes time. You will see on the website that the number of official 
partners is slowly growing (see Partners page in the What we do section). We shall be publishing our 
2014 annual report by the end of June and you will see all that we have accomplished. Do spend time 
on our website as there is much information available and we are eager to share it as widely as possible 
within our NFAs. 

Finally, we would like to strongly encourage all leaders of our NFAs to share all our information to all 
their members in-country, as each individual member of your NFAs is also a member of IFUW.  

 

Kind regards,  

IFUW Board 

 

 

 

 

 


