
 

 
Circular 1/2015 

 
26 February 2015 

To:  National Leaders, CIRs and all Members 

From:                 IFUW Board 

Subject:  Vote on Tax Exemption 

  

 
Dear Presidents, CIRs and members, 

 

One of the arguments for needing to be able to change the Constitution by electronic voting between triennial face-to-face 
meetings was to enable IFUW to make a technical modification to the existing dissolution clause.  The change is required so 
that IFUW can obtain tax exemption by meeting the requirements of Swiss Law and Swiss Tax Law.  This will allow IFUW to 
move forward more positively with fund raising initiatives.   
  
Accordingly, the IFUW Board proposes that the wording of Article XIII – Dissolution, clause 4 be changed as stated below.    
  
The changed wording below was provided by the Swiss Tax Authorities and is not negotiable.  Accordingly, we will not open 
a discussion on the wording of the technical change, as there is no option for change if we wish to achieve tax exemption in 
Switzerland.  This is also an emergency resolution, since the Tax Authorities asked for this change to be completed by 31 
March, and we require the Tax Exemption in order to be able to raise funds.  However, we have applied for an extension and 
are working on the basis that we will be granted an extension.  The Constitutional requirement for a non-emergency change 
is four months.  Notice is hereby given that the Board will put this motion to the membership on 26 June 2015.  If the 
membership wants us to proceed sooner, we would welcome a proposal to do so.  
  
The two wordings are reproduced below. 
  

Wording Required by Swiss Tax Authorities Current wording in the Constitution 

In case of dissolution, the General Assembly which votes 

to dissolve shall appoint one or more liquidators charged 

with overseeing the liquidation process. Upon its 

completion, the liquidators shall distribute any remaining 

assets to an institution pursuing a public interest purpose 

similar to that of IFUW the organisation benefiting from 

the tax exemption. In no event will the assets be returned 

to the founders or members, nor be used to their 

advantage in whole or in part, in any manner whatsoever.  

  

In case of dissolution, the General Assembly which votes to 

dissolve shall appoint one or more liquidators charged with 

overseeing the liquidation process. Upon its completion, 

they shall distribute any remaining assets to national 

federations and associations for international fellowships 

for higher education for women in accordance with 

guidelines established by the General Assembly having 

voted the dissolution. 

 

 
  
Tax Exemption in Switzerland means that we become a “public benefit” organisation.  This being the case, upon dissolution 
we are required to hand any remaining funds to an organisation with similar aims and objectives and the same public benefit 
status. 
  
We look forward to continuing to move the Federation forward and to be able to raise income for IFUW from sources other 
than dues, in order to ensure sustainability and growth. 
  
Kind regards, 
IFUW Board 


