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Post-2015 Sustainable  
Development Goals 
In 2012, United Nations Member States agreed to develop 

worldwide Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in order 

to build upon the progress achieved by the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) to alleviate extreme poverty, 

empower women, promote education, protect the environment and promote human rights. The SDGs, 

or post-2015 goals, will come into force in 2015 when the target date for the MDGs has been reached. 

The core principle of the post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals will be sustainable development, 

and the final agreed SDGs will include economic, social and environmental goals. Education and 

women’s empowerment are two vehicles to realising sustainable development, and progress in these 

areas in particular will multiply progress across all SDGs. 

For this reason, states must place greater emphasis on access to education and gender equality at 

all levels if they are to leverage the full potential of their economies. Universal access to secondary, 

tertiary, continuing and non-conventional education for girls and women sustains development and 

should be a standalone goal in the post-2015 agenda. 
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“Investment in quality education, particularly for girls, generates immediate and 
intergeneration paybacks across all dimensions of sustainable development“

SOURCE: UNICEF
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1.  “Making Education a Priority in the Post-2015 Development Agenda: Report of the Global Thematic Consultation on Education in the Post-
2015 Development Agenda.” The World We Want. September 2013, pg 9. 

2. Ibid, pg 10.

While enormous progress was made by the MDGs in achieving 
universal primary education, girls and women in many countries 
continue to be denied access to and a legal right to all levels of 
education. Creating a global education framework is important 
in the post-2015 world because economic development requires 
well-educated girls and women. Sustained social, economic and 
environmental improvements are not possible without them. By 
investing in universal secondary education, generations of citizens 
will gain the specialised knowledge necessary to transform societies 
and sustain economic growth. 

There is growing consensus that the SDGs should expand educational 
access to all levels of education1 and improve its quality, rather than 
prioritising enrolment in primary education as was the case for the 
MDGs. Quality learning includes the seven domains of learning as 
outlined by the Learning Metrics Task Force of the Brookings Institute: 
physical well-being; social and emotional well-being; culture and the 
arts; literacy and communication; learning approaches and cognition; 
numeracy and mathematics, and science and technology.

IFUW and other members of civil society must act before 2015 
to transform this emerging consensus into a commitment by 
governments. In order to expand educational access and quality, an 
adequate supply of female secondary school teachers will be needed. 
Strengthening both teacher training and teacher numbers will require 
a commitment of significant resources from governments. Improving 
girls’ safety and dignity in education is also necessary by providing 
safer transport, secure schools, clean sanitation and access to sanitary 
napkins. IFUW supports lifelong education and improved access to 
secondary, tertiary, continuing and non-traditional career education 
for all ages. Lifelong education involves adult literacy education, 
skills development, vocational training and human rights education, 
which help empower women in their public and private lives.2

The Sustainable Development Goals 
must include a standalone goal to ensure 
the universal right and access of girls and 
women to secondary, tertiary, continuing 
and non-traditional education. Any 
education goal must include literacy and 
numeracy targets as well as measures for 
inclusiveness, learning quality, security, 
sanitation and investment in teachers. 
All SDGs must collect sex and age-
disaggregated data. 

“Women who are safe, 
healthy, educated, and fully 

empowered to realise their 
potential transform their 

families, their communities, 
their economies and their 

societies. We must create the 
conditions so they can do so“

(SOURCE: HIGH-LEVEL PANEL OF 
EMINENT PERSONS ON THE POST-2015 

DEVELOPMENT AGENDA)

Why are SDGs important? 

Why Do We Need Women in STEM Fields?, http://www.aauw.org/2011/02/28/women-in-stem/
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Ideas for action

The post-2015 discussions have included extensive consultations with civil society, governments and individual citizens 
to define post-2015 priorities, including priorities for education.3 The Sustainable Development Goals are still under 
negotiation between governments and will be finalised in 2015. 

Once the goals have been agreed by states, NFAs can assist their 

governments to fulfil the SDGs by: 

•	 making	recommendations	to	states	on	how	to	achieve	equity,	

improve quality and increase access to education;

•	 creating	indicators	on	how	to	measure	improvements	in	

education and gender equality and

•	 agreeing	on	the	minimum	percentage	of	gross	domestic	

product a country should invest in education.4

Reporting and peer-review at the national and regional levels is 

crucial and all NFAs and IFUW members can play a role. 

•	 Continually	monitor	the	progress	and	performance	of	

governments and hold them  accountable to implement 

policies that support the SDGs

•	 Monitor	your	national	and	regional	governments’	

commitment to improving education quality and access. IFUW 

members can also call on politicians to pass legislation.  

•	 Follow	your	country’s	CEDAW and UPR cycles. Does your NFA 

need help is this? IFUW can help you. Please contact us for 

assistance.

There is extensive scope for all IFUW members and NFAs to act!

•	 Write	to	your	local	and	national	government	ministers,	

ambassadors	to	the	United	Nations	in	New	York	and	Geneva	in	

an effort to shape the final wording of the SDGs.

•	 Argue	for	the	inclusion	of	the	universal	access	to	secondary,	

tertiary, continuing and non-traditional education for girls 

and women as standalone Sustainable Development Goals to 

ensure the empowerment of women.

•	 Team	up	with	other	like-minded	NGOs	as	well	as	the	heads,	

deans and rectors of schools and universities. 

In March 2014, the UN’s Commission 

on the Status of Women confirmed the 

need for a standalone goal on gender 

equality and women’s empowerment 

in post-2015 goals, and for gender 

equality to underpin all of the post-

2015 goals.

As of 2011, 60% of countries have 

achieved gender parity at primary 

level and 38% at the secondary level.  
(SOURCE: UNESCO)

Out of the 775 million illiterate adults 

worldwide, two thirds are women.  
(SOURCE: UNESCO)

250 million children who reach the 

fourth grade are unable to read or 

write.  (SOURCE: UNESCO)

3. “Post-2015 Development Agenda and SDGs.” UN Women.
4. “Making Education a Priority in the Post-2015 Development Agenda: Report of the Global Thematic Consultation on Education in the Post-

2015 Development Agenda.” The World We Want. September 2013.

http://www.ifuw.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/legal-tools-conventions/cedaw/
http://www.ifuw.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/legal-tools-conventions/universal-periodic-review/
mailto:ifuw%40ifuw.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commission_on_the_Status_of_Women
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commission_on_the_Status_of_Women
Why Do We Need Women in STEM Fields?, http://www.aauw.org/2011/02/28/women-in-stem/
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Making	Education	a	Priority	in	the	Post-2015	
Development Agenda

Realizing the Future We Want for All: Report 
to the Secretary General

A Million Voices: The World We Want

UNICEF: Post-2015 Development Agenda

Ending the Hidden Exclusion

Sustainable Development Starts with Safe, 
Health and Well-Educated Children

A New Global Partnership: Eradicate 
Poverty and Transform Economies through 
Sustainable Development: The Report of the 
High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda

A life of dignity for all: accelerating progress 
towards the Millennium Development 
Goals and advancing the United Nations 
development agenda beyond 2015: Report 
of the Secretary-General

International Federation of University Women
10, rue du Lac, CH-1207 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel: (+41 22) 731 23 80; Fax: (+41 22) 738 04 40
E-mail:  ifuw@ifuw.org;  Website:  www.ifuw.org

The Global Thematic Consultation on 

Education in the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda is co-led by UNICEF and the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW (UPR)

What is UPR and what can my NFA do? 

These NFA countries are coming up for review soon. Where 
does your country stand in the UPR process?

Session 20 (October 2014)

•	 Bolivia

•	 Egypt

•	 El	Salvador

•	 Fiji

•	 Italy

•	 Slovenia

Session 21 (January 2015)

•	 Armenia

•	 Kenya

•	 Spain

•	 Sweden

•	 Turkey

FACTS & FIGURES

When	you	advocate,	know	the	data	for	your	country:

•	 Gross enrolment ratios for primary, secondary  
and tertiary level 

•	 % of female students 

•	 % expenditure of GDP on education

IFUW RESOLUTIONS 

•	  Education for Indigenous Peoples (2013, No. 9) 

•	  Right to Safe Access to Education for All Girls and Women 
(2013, No. 7)

•	  Numeracy and Women (2010, No. 2)

•	  Financial Literacy (2010, No. 3)

•	  Commitment To The United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) (2007, No. 4)

•	  Educational Opportunities for Adolescent Mothers (2001, 
No. 6)

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002230/223024E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002230/223024E.pdf
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/UNTTreport_10July.pdf
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/UNTTreport_10July.pdf
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/millionvoices
http://www.unicef.org/post2015/
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/Ending_the_hidden_exclusion_full_report.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/post2015/files/SD_children_FINAL.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/post2015/files/SD_children_FINAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
mailto:ifuw%40ifuw.org?subject=
http://www.ifuw.org
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/education2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/education2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/education2015
http://www.ifuw.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/legal-tools-conventions/universal-periodic-review/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Documentation.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Documentation.aspx
http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/facts-and-figures.xlsx
http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/facts-and-figures.xlsx
http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/facts-and-figures.xlsx
http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/facts-and-figures.xlsx
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/education-indigenous-peoples-2013-no-9/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/safe-access-education-girls/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/safe-access-education-girls/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/numeracy-women-2010-no-2/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/financial-literacy-2010-no-3/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/commitment-united-nations-millennium/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/commitment-united-nations-millennium/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/educational-opportunities-adolescent/
http://www.ifuw.org/resolutions/educational-opportunities-adolescent/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf

