
 

 

 

IFUW Status of Women Committee 
Biographical Data Form 

 
 
.  

 
 Nominated for: Status of Women Committee 
   
 Position: Member 
    
 National federation or association: Women Graduates-USA 
    
 Family name: McLeod 
   
 Title: Mrs 
   
    
 Other names: (Margaret) Louise 
 
 Age: 60-69 
    
 Mother tongue: English 
   
 Knowledge of English:  
   
 Ability to speak English Excellent 
 Ability to understand spoken English Excellent 
 Ability to read English Excellent 
 Ability to write English Excellent 
  
 Other languages and degree of fluency:   
  
 Limited knowledge of French and Spanish – spoken. 
  
    
 Computer skills: Considerable experience sending email and using the internet and Skype
  
 Internet Access:  Regular access to email and Skype at home or at work  
   
 
 Education:   
  
 University Degree Year Awarded  Field of Study 
 University of Toronto BSc Phm 1968  Pharmacy 
  
 Concordia University Gr. Dipl 1988  Computer Science 
  (Comp Sci.) 



 

  
Professional field and/or present occupation: 

Retired – volunteer web programmer 
  
 

 IFUW Basics: 
  
 I have read the IFUW Constitution and By-laws  
 I have read the IFUW Strategic Plan  
 I have read the Terms of Reference for the Board   
 I have read the Terms of Reference for the IFUW Committees   
  
  

Skills and experience in the following areas: 
(a) programme development at local, national & international level  
(b) research and preparation of resource material for individuals or groups  
(c) organization of seminars & workshops  
(d) design and moderation of member email discussions and blogs 
(e) If standing as Convener: Skills and experience in chairing meetings and managing Committee tasks. 

 
Most of my volunteer positions over the last 10 years have involved the gathering, preparation, and 
dissemination of resource materials. As a web developer for non-profits, it has been my responsibility in 
many cases to research and provide web content particularly for The Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund 
(VGIF), Women Graduates-USA, and various AAUW websites. 
I have organized and lead workshops at IFUW Triennials and AAUW meetings. 
I have designed many blog and discussion sessions in my work as a web designer from a technical 
perspective.  
I have researched and prepared numerous powerpoint presentations for most of my non-profit groups. 
 
 
 

Experience or knowledge of the United Nations, its specialized agencies and their national 
commissions and skills in advocacy for human rights of girls and women. 
As a member/board member of the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund, I have attended CSW in NYC for 
several years running. 
 

 
Please describe your goals for this position and the contribution you believe you can make if elected 
or appointed. 
I have already served on this committee for 3 years and feel that I can still contribute for the next 3 years. It has 
been an honour and a pleasure to be on this committee. 
 

 
How would you refresh the Programme for Action without removing or redefining the four pillars?  
The 4 Pillars can be revisited and revised by updating the content and the resource list that is there now. Some 
of the issue areas can be reviewed and possibly modified so that they are relevant to today’s world issues. Areas 
can be expanded or deleted depending on the current needs of women worldwide. Dialog with our NFAs can 
assist us in identifying those needs. 
 
 
 
 



 

Other relevant skills and experience (volunteer and professional) from the last 10 years relevant to this 
position 
I have been a long-time member of CFUW and have an honorary CFUW membership through the Montreal 
Lakeshore University Women’s Club of which I am a Past President. I have served as a member of AAUW at all 
levels (branch president, PA state off-board position, AAUW national TUAG committee). I am a charter member 
of Women Graduates-USA and conducted the founding meetings at the Manchester Triennial. I am in the 
incoming President for 2013-2015 and currently the Communications Convener and have developed all of the 
online systems for the organization including Board processes, e-mail and the electronic newsletter, and the 
website. I have served on the board for the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund and held positions as the 
Communications Convener, Website and IT Coordinator (current), interim Marketing Convener. I currently sit on 
the Project Grants Committee and am the internet programmer for the fully automated online Project Grant 
Applications system.  
Locally I sit on the board of NOVA (Network of Victim Assistance) in Bucks County and am a member of the 
Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition. 
 
Currently I am a member of the Status of Women Committee charged with Workshops for the IFUW Triennial in 
Istanbul. 
 
Professionally I worked as an internet database designer and programmer for a small business-to-business 
marketing company after retiring from community pharmacy. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Commitment to IFUW 

 
It is extremely important that all members standing for the IFUW Board of Officers and Committees understand 
that this involves much more than a commitment to attend meetings. In signing the declaration below, you are 
promising that you are willing and able to work on a regular basis throughout the year with your colleagues via 
e-mail and to take responsibility for individual assignments. In the case of the Board of Officers and Committee 
Conveners, the workload is substantial and requires at least three to five hours per week. Board and Committee 
Members who do not fulfil their commitment may be relieved of their positions. 
 
Declaration: 
I have read carefully the description of the position for which I am standing and believe that I have the 
experience necessary to perform the duties. If elected or appointed, I certify that I am able and prepared to: 
 

1. attend all scheduled face to face, Skype or other electronic meetings of the Status of Women 
Committee and any other ad hoc groups to which I am appointed;  

2. attend the Council Meetings if serving as Convener;  
3. participate fully in these meetings, which are conducted in English;  
4. participate fully in the work between meetings of the Status of Women Committee and any other ad 

hoc groups to which I am appointed , including reading material and preparing reports in English;  
5. participate regularly in all e-mail and Skype discussions with my colleagues and IFUW Headquarters and 

to answer all questions and requests for input within a reasonable amount of time; and  
6. fulfil any individual tasks I am assigned in a timely manner. 

 
 
I am aware that IFUW reimburses no more than 30% of the return tourist or economy air fare and CHF 30 for 
visas to Committee Members, no more than 50% (and CHF 50 for visas) to Conveners and Assistant Treasurers, 
and 90% (and CHF 90 for visas) to Board Members, and that no allowance is paid for hotel, food or other costs, 
other than accommodation for the President. 
 
In typing or writing my name and date in the boxes below, I am certifying that all of the information provided on 
this form is accurate and that I fully understand and am ready and able to make the commitment outlined 
above. 
 
 

Signature:  
 
Date: September 19, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 

 

International Federation of University Women 

Fédération Internationale des Femmes Diplômées des Universités  

10, rue du Lac, CH-1207 Geneva, Switzerland;  Tel: (+41 22) 731 23 80;  Fax: (+41 22) 738 04 40 
E-mail: ifuw@ifuw.org    Website:  http://www.ifuw.org 
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