
 

 

 

92nd Council Minutes 
Friday 16 August 2013, Istanbul, Turkey  

Cibali Hall, Kadir Has University (KHU) 

 
The President, Marianne Haslegrave, welcomed everyone and thanked the Turkish Association 

of University Women (TUKD) for the immense amount of work done to create a wonderful 

conference.  

After the introduction of the Council Members, NFAs, non-voting members, Committee 

Conveners, and Past Presidents, apologies were received from:  Patricia Galeana - Vice 

President (Mexico); Linda Souter - Past President (Canada); Reiko Aoki - Past President (Japan); 

Roberta Brooks - Assistant Treasurer (Canada); Françoise Sauvage - UN Representative 

Coordinator in Paris; and Ilona Graenitz - UN Representative Coordinator in Vienna.  

Thirty-one NFAs were present: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Egypt, Fiji, 

Finland, France, Great Britain, India, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Mexico, The Netherlands, New 

Zealand, Nigeria, Norway,  Rwanda, Scotland, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland, Turkey, Uganda, USA, Zambia. Seven NFAs were not present: Bangladesh, 

Cameroon, Cyprus, Hong Kong, Italy, Niger, Romania.   

The Agenda and Rules of Procedure for the Council Meeting and Conference were adopted, after 

which Catherine Bell, Treasurer, spoke regarding the reduction and alleviation of dues. Over the 

triennium, there were no reductions given in dues. Three requests for alleviation of dues were 

made in 2011 - Romania, Iceland and The Netherlands - but none were granted.  

The Convener of Membership Committee, Hazel Bowen, spoke to her report.  The committee has 

had numerous projects.  A number of groups have asked to become NFAs.  Some NFAs have left 

for financial reasons and others have applied for readmission. She mentioned the twinning 

project for NFAs to build up friendships (Albania, the Philippines, Burkina Faso and Namibia) 

and networks and encouraged NFAs to engage in this valuable project. Niger has become a 

member of IFUW and Zambia reaffiliated over the triennium. Afghanistan is hoping to join. The 

Council voted to accept the membership of new members, the Togolese Association of 

University Woman (ATFDU) and Graduate Women -Cambodia (Gw-C), while the Asociación de 

Mujeres Universitarias de Panamá (AMUP) was accepted for reaffiliation.  

Afghanistan (Afghan University Women’s Organization) is working on an application to join 

IFUW, while among the possible reaffiliations are the Rurundi Association, the Hellenic 

Association of University Women, the Sri Lanka NFA and the Vanuatu Association of Women 

Graduates. 

After the adoption of the Minutes of 90th and 91st Council, 2010, the Reports of the Board of 

Officers, the Office for the period when it was managed by the Board after Secretary General 

Leigh Bradford Ratteree’s retirement (2011-2012),  Executive Director/Secretary General, and 

the National Affiliates “IFUW in Action” and “IFUW in Review” were received.  

IFUW Council and NFAs extended their heartfelt gratitude to Leigh Bradford Ratteree for all of 

the fine work she did during her twenty-one years of service. She had a remarkable set of skills 
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and did a superb job for IFUW. Those in attendance at the 92nd Council meeting expressed a 

unanimous display of thanks to Leigh in appreciation for all that she had done for IFUW.  

The death of Anamaria Vere’s husband necessitated her return, with her young family, to 

Colombia.  The 92nd Council meeting extended its thanks and best wishes to Anamaria for her 

wide range of skills and work as a unique member of IFUW.   

Susan Phillips was lauded at the 92nd Council meeting for her many years of dedication in her 

role as IFUW Programme Officer.  

The Reports of the Membership Committee, Status of Women Committee, Committee for 

the Award of International Fellowships, Special Committee on Project Development, 

Special Committee for the Hegg-Hoffet Fund for Displaced Women Graduates, and 

Resolutions Committee were received.  

Fellowships Committee: Cynthia Burek noted that the Fellowships Committee had undertaken 

to determine how much money is given away by IFUW and all its NFAs combined on an annual 

basis.  The result of the investigation was that the combined giving towards Fellowships and 

Bursaries across IFUW and its NFAs over a two year period is US $ 5 million - a considerable 

accomplishment.   

Projects Committeee: Akanisi Kedreyate explained the Bina Roy Partners in Development 

Programme (BRPID) process and how the committee makes its decisions.  It reviews project 

submissions from NFAs to ensure the proposals contain implementation plans and established 

goals.  Approved projects must provide mid-term and final reports to the Committee. There is 

transparency in the process.  The maximum fund granted is CHF 2,000 and the minimum is CHF 

1,000.  However, the Bina Roy fund won’t last forever and needs more funds. The whole 

resolutions process took place very smoothly and has been very rewarding; policy resolutions 

and their follow-up action by IFUW and NFAs form an important part of the business of IFUW 

and add value to its mission statement.   

Ms Nasima Rahmani, school director, lecturer of law and lead player in the development of an 

Afghan Graduate Women’s Organization, was given a warm welcome as an observer as the 

Canadian Federation’s Afghan representative to the Conference.  She evoked a great round of 

applause from the delegates when she announced that she is working to establish an Afghan 

IFUW affiliate.  

Some clarification was necessary for the election and appointment of Committees for 2014-

16 . No nominations were received for the position of Treasurer, so the Board expressed its 

willingness to accept a nomination from an NFA, as long as it was properly signed off, specifying 

that Independent members are not eligible for this. The members of the Resolutions Committee 

are appointed by the Board of Officers, not voted in (By-Law 30 point 3). The members of the 

Fellowships Committee are appointed by the Board of Officers, not voted in (By-Law 26). 

The Council received the Reports of IFUW Representatives to the UN and Specialized 

Agencies. President Haslegrave made several comments about IFUW’s consultative work at the 

United Nations (ECOSOC, ILO and UNESCO). She stressed the great need for NFAs to be active 

with their own governments re the IFUW issues. Work at the national level is crucial for the 

issues of IFUW to be successful.  NFAs in European countries, for example, must deal with the 

EU which can be supportive but can’t move quickly. IFUW members in Africa should be 
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encouraged to lobby IFUW’s issues.  All NFAs are critical to IFUW’s work and must work with 

their governments, even though it may be very difficult to do so. 

President Haslegrave thanked the Committee Conveners and committees for their fine work, as 

well as the IFUW Representatives to the UN and Specialized Agencies on the four teams in 

Geneva, New York, Paris and Vienna, 

Treasurer Catherine Bell gave a report of the 2011-2013 finances. The 2010 budget was 

unbalanced as in 2010 IFUW voted for a deficit.  Unfortunately, IFUW has declined.  If it is to 

grow, it will have to spend money to do so. Catherine reported the losses up to 2011, but in 

2012, IFUW made a profit.  She explained unrealized exchange gains and losses. IFUW has to 

value everything it has in a single currency (in Swiss Francs).  IFUW’s investments have done 

extremely well.  Catherine thanked IFUW’s investment firm, Merrill Lynch.  She stated that 

IFUW is on target with its budget and will maintain that course for the rest of 2013.  

The Reports of the Treasurer, the Finance Committee, Assistant Treasurers were received 

and approval given for the audited accounts for 2011 and 2012. The Council approved the 

presentation to the 31st Conference and 93rd Council that the dues will be kept the same and 

that the same dues model will be used with the modification to the calculation of the ranges..  

IFUW faced critical decisions in 2013, as its NFAs were required to vote on its future direction. 

Two proposals were put forward for its future: to grow it by lightening its governance 

structures, creating programmes and partnerships and seeking funding (Proposal 1) or to 

outsource it to a commercial partner, MCI based in Brussels, who would try and do the same 

(Proposal 2). In order to ensure a fair process in the presentation and discussion of the two 

proposals, and to offer a chance to members to ask and discuss both options, a procedure was 

put into place for the 31st Conference and three Procedural Advisors were introduced:  Claire 

Stein (US), Lorraine Isaacs (NZ), and Mary Hall (Canada). Elizabeth Poskitt, IFUW Past 

President, was approved by Council to serve as Chair of the proceedings during the Conference 

Business Session. 

There were no other resolutions. Hazel Bowen, Convener of the Membership Committee , 

reported that the “Bring A Delegate to the Triennial Conference” campaign had been a great 

success and thanked everyone for their support.  

Liette Michaud (Canada) announced that the University Women’s Club of Montréal’s Financial 

Literacy Committee’s booklet titled Beginning the Conversation (Favoriser le Dialogue in French) 

was available. IFUW adopted a resolution on financial literacy for women at the Triennial 

Conference in Mexico City in 2010.  Consequently, international interest in promoting this topic 

and using the booklets was conveyed to the Canadian Federation’s CIR, Brenda Wallace. 

 

 


