
  1 

 

CALL FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY SEMINAR PAPERS 

31st IFUW Triennial Conference,  
Istanbul, 16 – 21 August 2013  

 

Women’s role in achieving a sustainable future:  
Education, urbanisation, violence and human rights  

 
Deadline for submitting abstracts – Friday, 31 August 2012 

 This is the First and Only Call for Papers for the Interdisciplinary Seminars. Proposals are invited for 
papers on one or more of the six seminar topics listed on page 2. 

 Proposers should bear in mind purpose of the seminars, which is to deepen our global understanding of 
the situation of women and girls by increasing our knowledge of their local circumstances and 
experiences and thereby to enhance our power to nurture what should be nurtured and change what 
should be changed.  

 Papers might be based on research undertaken, theoretical analysis or direct experience, but 
preference will be given to papers which are action-oriented, that is papers that draw conclusions from 
their material as to possible actions for change that might be undertaken by members or describe 
actions (successful or unsuccessful) that have already been undertaken.  

 Preference will also be given to proposals from IFUW members who have not presented, or presented 
only once, in the ID Seminars at a previous IFUW Conference. 

 Papers are to be planned for a presentation time of twenty minutes. 

 Papers should be presented in English. If they are presented in a language other than English translated 
copies will need to be provided. 

 Members interested in making a presentation should send an abstract of their proposal.  This must be 
made on the attached form and proposers are advised to read the separate attachment on Writing an 
Abstract before completing their proposal. The completed form should be sent direct to 
idsem@ifuw.org.  If a paper is accepted for presentation, it is advised that, as a courtesy, the presenter 
notify her national federation or association. 

 Electronic submission is preferred, but submissions may also be faxed or posted in hard copy if typed and 
if sent in time to meet the deadline to: 

 
International Federation of University Women, 10, rue du Lac, CH-1207, Geneva, Switzerland 
Fax:  (+ 41) 22 738 04 40 

 The deadline for receipt of proposals for papers is Friday, 31 August 2012.  Abstracts received after this 
date will not be considered. 

 It is proposed to publish all accepted abstracts on the IFUW website before Conference. After the 
Conference, a selection of edited papers will be published on the website. 

PLEASE NOTE that IFUW is not able to provide any funding  
to enable seminar presenters to attend Conference 

mailto:idsem@ifuw.org
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IFUW 31th Conference - Interdisciplinary Seminars 

The programme for the 31st IFUW Conference has yet to be finalised.  The Interdisciplinary Seminars are an 
integral part of any IFUW conference and participants will be able to choose which seminar topic they wish 
to attend.   There will also be a choice of workshops related to the conference theme.  

After each seminar title there are some suggestions for topics that might be taken up, but these are not 
exhaustive or obligatory.  We welcome your ideas.  There are also occasional suggestions for resources, and 
we urge you to use the Programme for Action and IFUW Resolutions as reference points when you want to 
suggest or report on possible actions to improve the situation of girls and women. 

 

1. Gender inequalities in education: a threat to sustainable societies? 

 You might like to think about: 

 Causes of gender inequality in education and the consequences to sustainable societies. 

 Are there different degrees and causes of gender inequality at the different levels of education 
(primary, secondary and tertiary) – in general, or in your particular country? What can be done to 
address these?   

 Are minority groups denied access to quality education that is accessible and appropriate?  Is this 
more likely to be the case for girls and women? (Minority groups can be defined in different ways, 
for example displaced and refugee groups; ethnic, religious or cultural groups; groups without 
social and political rights such as unregistered children). 

 Goal 4 of the Dakar Framework for Education for All is: Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in 
levels of adult literacy by 2015, especially for women. Why is this a necessary goal and how might 
increased literacy in adult women contribute to sustainability? 
 

Useful resources for this topic are the UNESCO annual Education for All Global Monitoring Report 
(which gives a Gender Overview) and EsStats, the Education Statistics published by the World Bank. 
 

2. Is the provision of quality higher education for all economically sustainable?  

You might like to think about: 

 Challenges of meeting such a goal in a time of financial crisis, especially in developing countries and 
how these challenges might be met? 

 Whether attempts to make higher education more general are likely to result in lower standards?  

 What changes to curricula and methods of instruction might follow attempts to extend access to 
higher education? What advantages and disadvantages might they involve? 

 In many countries, the line between university education and vocational and training education is 
becoming blurred with regards to qualification equivalence and institutional delivery. Is this one 
way of meeting the goal of higher education for all? What are its advantages and disadvantages? 

 

3. The culture of violence against women as a threat to sustainability. 

You might like to think about: 

 Causes and effects of domestic / family violence and possible programmes (legal, educational, 
social) for preventing it. 

 Factors that prevent abused women from seeking or gaining relief from the justice or social 
systems. 

 Are there gender differences in the experience of armed conflict situations and how do these 
impact on girls and women? 
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 Women in peace building – transforming approaches to conflict resolution. How effective have 
Security Council Resolution I325 and subsequent Resolutions been and how can they be used to 
better effect? 

 
Useful resources on domestic violence are your country’s legal code and those provided on UN Women: 
http://www.unwomen.org/focus-areas/?show=Violence_against_Women .  On women in conflict 
situations see the suite of Security Council Resolutions 1325, 1820, 1888, 1889 and 1960. The text of these 
can be accessed via the following WILPF website: http://www.peacewomen.org/security_council_monitor/  
 
4. Population, sustainability, and reproductive rights.  

You might like to think about: 

 The range of sustainability issues involved in population growth. 

 The differences in the experience of urban women as against women in rural and remote areas in 
relation to family planning and reproductive rights. 

 Why education is an issue in population management. 

 Whether the situation of girls and women in respect to reproductive rights is satisfactory and if not, 
how it could be improved.  
 

A useful resource here is the UN document Population Challenges and Development Goals: 
http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/pop_challenges/Population_Challenges.pdf   
 
 

5. Can we have a sustainable future without women’s leadership? 

You might like to think about: 

 Importance of women to the development of their countries and democracies. 

 Women on Boards – why does it matter that there are so few? 

 Women’s leadership in education: how does your country rate? 

 Roles, barriers, opportunities, perceptions and experiences of women in leadership roles.  Are we 
making progress with programmes for enabling women to exercise power and decision making? 
 

A resource here is UN Women:  
http://www.unwomen.org/focus-areas/?show=Leadership_and_Participation  

 

6. Sustaining women’s health: the right to access to good health care.   
 

You might like to think about: 

 Accessibility to good maternal health care. 

 Women and affordable health services and access to up-to-date and appropriate medication and 
treatment. 

 Women and drug abuse- effects on families and the community.  

 Health care for ageing women and their specific problems. 

 

A resource here is the World health Organisation’s Gender Women and health website: 
http://www.who.int/gender/en/  
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