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Writing an Abstract for a Proposed Paper 
for an ID seminar at the 2013 IFUW Conference 

 

 
 
 

The programme for the 2013 Conference means that fewer papers can be accepted for the 
Interdisciplinary Seminars than previously, so selecting papers will be difficult, and the abstract you 
write will be crucial for acceptance. The following suggestions are intended to help members, especially 
those who have not presented a paper before, to prepare an abstract that will make it clear that you 
have something interesting and relevant to say. For the sake of coherence, the examples relate to the 
one topic, but that doesn’t mean that this is the preferred one - you should find that the principles 
apply to every topic.   

Step 1:  Identify Seminar Session and Topic– for example, Seminar 3:  The culture of violence against 
women as a threat to sustainability. 

Step 2: Title. Use this to focus attention on the particular approach you intend to take, for instance 
‘Causes, and effects of domestic / family violence in my country and possible solutions’. Don’t simply 
repeat the words of the sessional topic on their own, although they may be useful as part of your topic, 
e.g. ‘The culture of violence against women: Programmes for prevention in India’.   

Step 3: Writing the Abstract.  
(a) The Content:  
An abstract should give a summary of the content of the complete paper, and also let the reader know 
the kind of paper you will give. Will it, for instance, be: 

 A theoretical or philosophical discussion of concept(s) involved in the sessional topic  
(e.g. An analysis of the conflict between sustainability and gender equality; The range of 
sustainability issues involved in population growth.) 

 A review of the current state of knowledge and recommendations for best practice  
(e.g. Accessibility to good maternal health care) 

 A discussion of where your country stands in relation to the topic or a particular aspect of it 
(e.g. What  my country is doing to initiate, support and demonstrate advocacy efforts towards 
ending violence against women and girls.) 

 An account of your personal involvement with an aspect of the topic, how you’ve been 
affected, how you reacted (e.g. Campaigning against family violence in my region.) 

 An account of experimental or survey work you’ve undertaken or a relevant project in which 
you’ve been involved (e.g. The roles, barriers, opportunities, perceptions and experiences of 
women in leadership roles; A survey of women’s leadership in Education in my country.) 

 
Recommendations for policy and action are desirable, but you can save space in the abstract by 
exemplifying them through a selection of one or two of the most important. You might say, for 
instance: ‘Recommendations are made for combating soil salinity, the most important relating to 
maintenance of adequate river flow and restraints on irrigation’. 
 
(b)  Presentation 
Coherence. An abstract should be a piece of coherent prose. Dot points may be useful to distinguish 
several related points, as when different possible types of paper are suggested above, but an abstract 
should not be a series of dot points that are just headings for sections with no indication of their 
connection to each other and to your title.  
 
Observing the Word-limit (250 words). A good abstract demonstrates the proposer’s capacity to be 
clear and disciplined in accepting limits, including limits on presentation time.  Abstracts that exceed 
the word limit will be rejected or returned for re-presentation. 
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On the other hand, do utilize the words allowed to give as full a sense of your proposal as possible. An 
extremely brief abstract makes it difficult to assess what is really being offered in the proposal. 
 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
 
 


