
 

 
 

IFUW Update Special Announcement - 18 September 2012 

The Conchita Poncini Jimenez Human Rights Fellowship 
 
More than 140 applicants from 48 different nationalities: that was the response to IFUW’s offer 
of a special Fellowship to commemorate Conchita Poncini, a tireless worker for the human 
rights of women and a long-term member of the IFUW’s team of representatives to the UN.  
The judging panel was faced with a massive task with so many valuable projects and worthy 
applicants. It was both saddening not to be able to offer more support and exhilarating to see 
the range and quality of the work that women activists and scholars are doing to advance 
women’s human rights.  The panel benefitted greatly from the administrative efficiency of retired 
Secretary-General Leigh Bradford Ratteree and the advice and experience of international 
expert on gender issues, Eileen Fegan, whose citation for the winner is published below. 
 

 

Bahija Alvan Aliyeva 

 
 
The judging panel agreed that the proposed research on how 
reproductive rights for women are misused for the purpose of 
sex selection, with serious implications for the future male to 
female population ratio, was highly relevant to the intended 
purposes of the CPJ Fellowship. Ms. Aliyeva’s study will draw 
upon the aspirations of CEDAW and guarantees laid down in 
the Convention on Rights of the Child, exploring their 
potential in addressing the cultural preference for sons in 
Azerbaijan. The public benefit of this research extends not 
only to the existing and future population of Azerbaijan, but 
to all countries and cultures where sex selection is practiced. 

The panel was deeply impressed by Ms Aliyeva’s evident commitment to human rights and 
her dedication to redressing women’s human rights issues in her home country. She has a 
sound background in the area, having studied ‘Theory and Practice of Human Rights’ at 
Master’s level at the University of Essex, United Kingdom, and having held a ‘Human Rights 
Education Internship’ at the International Association for Religious Freedom, Oxford, United 
Kingdom.  
 
Her references showed that she has both the support of the UNFPA and the personal 
qualities needed to conduct effective research on such a sensitive cultural issue. Her 
expertise in employing human rights instruments to implement women’s rights was also 
reflected in the regard in which she is held by those working at high levels in area of 
women’s rights internationally.  

 
In the field of excellent and accomplished candidates who applied for the CPJ Fellowship, Ms 
Aliyeva’s awareness of, and ability to initiate an inclusive and informed debate on the 
implications of sex selection practices on the female population worldwide, was key to the 
panel’s unanimous decision that the award be used to facilitate this timely and very 
necessary human rights study. 
 

The Federation of University Women congratulates Ms Aliyeva and looks forward to receiving news 
of the outcomes of her project.  



 

The range and diversity in the field of applicants was partly due to the criteria set for eligibility, 
as the Fellowship was offered on the one hand for women with academic and theoretical 
expertise who wanted to gain on-the-ground experience through fieldwork or internship with an 
human rights organization and on the other for women with a history of activism who wanted to 
increase their professional expertise and the depth of their theoretical understanding by 
academic study or research. This is reflected in the following short account of the five other 
candidates on the final short-list. 

Mercedes Llarinas Angeles from Conchita’s own country of the Philippines is a well-
established activist who proposed a fieldwork project of interviews with village women as 
part of her Masters program on using human rights instruments to improve the situation of 
women experiencing violence in the conflict situation of the province of Mindanao. 
 
Debolina Dutta from India proposed undertaking special interviews with sex workers in the 
Pacific and East Asia region,  work which would become part of her Melbourne University 
PhD study on  “Representing Resistance: The ‘Political Society’ of Sex Workers and the 
Global Rescue Project”. 
 
Aimee McVeigh, who has an impressive record of working for the rights of Australia’s 
Indigenous peoples, proposed using the Fellowship to enable her to accept an invitation 
from the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous People to work as an intern on 
introducing a gender perspective into the Convention. 
 
Liliana Silva Miguez from Colombia has done much valuable legal work on a range of 
women’s rights with the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of 
Women’s Rights and the organization Casa de Mujer. She plans to increase her theoretical 
understanding by undertaking an LLM at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Suzanne Zwingel from Germany and Debra Liebowitz from the USA are both Associate 
Professors at universities in America. They have a very large joint project to develop a 
clearing house on the status and progress of the application of CEDAW in signatory 
countries. This information, not currently available in any systematic way, would be a 
valuable resource for advocacy and activism. 
 

The Fellowship was a special project of the Board and the Fellowship Committee and was 
generously supported by donations from Conchita’s family and by IFUW members who had 
known and admired Conchita.  IFUW believes that her tradition of energy and dedication will be 
taken forward admirably by women like these candidates for the Fellowship given in her name. 

 

www.ifuw.org 

 

http://www.ifuw.org/

