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The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was adopted by the General Assembly of the
United Nations on 20 November 1989 and underlines the basic rights children have:

 The right to survival and to the resources necessary to survival such as food,
water, shelter and health care. (Articles 4-10, 18, 20, 22-26, 42)

 The right to develop to their full potential, i.e. access to education (Articles 4, 25, 27-
31)

 The right to protection from harmful influences, abuse and exploitation. (Articles
4, 11, 19-22, 32-41)

 The right to participate fully in family, cultural and social life in their
communities (Articles 4, 12-17)

Overview of Articles

Article 1 - Everyone under 18 years of age has all the rights of the CRC

Article 2 – The CRC applies to every child whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever
they think or say, what type of family they come from

Article 3 – In all actions concerning children the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration.

Articles 5-27, 30-40 – These articles address the rights of the child to freedom, respect, and
to social, spiritual and moral well-being. They also address physical and mental health and
the responsibility of States parties to take measures to ensure the protection of the child.
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The Working Group on the Girl Child has identified two articles of particular relevance to
IFUW’s mission:

Article 28 - Children and young people have a right to education. Primary education should
be free. Discipline in schools should respect the human dignity of children and young
people. International cooperation in matters related to education should be promoted and
encouraged.

Article 29 – States parties should ensure that education develop the child’s personality,
talents and abilities. It should encourage children and young people to respect their parents
and their own and other cultures.

Optional Protocols

1. Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed
Conflict – 2005:

 Reaffirms that children require special protection and calls for continuous
improvement of the situation of children without distinction, as well as for their
development and education in conditions of peace and security,

 Condemns the targeting of children in situations of armed conflict
 Recognizes the need to strengthen international cooperation and observance of

applicable human rights instruments in the implementation of this Protocol
 Emphasizes the responsibility of States Parties to ensure the protection of children

2. Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Child Pornography - 2000:

 Calls on State parties to take appropriate measures in order to guarantee the
protection of children from exploitation and from work that is likely to be hazardous
or to interfere with their education, or to be harmful to their health or physical,
mental, spiritual, moral or social development.

 Outlines the responsibilities of States parties to prohibit the sale of children by any
act or transaction whereby a child is transferred by any person or group of persons
to another for remuneration or any other consideration.

More information on: www.ifuw.org/advocacy/hrc/crc.shtml
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